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L2 % |
Welcome to your Katakana Practice Book

Katakana is the Japanese alphabet for words from other languages, like
IJ— k — (coffee) and # £ Z (camera). It has 46 basic letters, and page by
page you will learn to read, say and write every one of them.

COXRDFLE
THIS BOOK BELONGS TO

Started on Finished on

k aYa aVa J
» ~

‘tiﬁ U')\AZ & Fall seven times, stand up eight
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@& How to Master Katakana in 4 Steps Iy Table of Contents (74 Pages)
0 Pronounce Crisp & Steady: Listen to the clear Cover, Welcome
. Front Matter ’ ’ pp. 1-3
sound and keep your vowels clear without Contents
dragging.
99ing A-Row & Review T oA T F pp. 4-9
e Follow Stroke Directions: Katakana is angular. Pay 0
special attention to stroke origins (top-down vs Ka-Row & Review B S A | P 1;
bottom-up).
. . - . . 16—
e Watch the Tricky Pairs: Master the critical Sa-Row & Review e e Ry PP 21
distinctions: = (shi) vs ¥ (tsu), and ¥ (so) vs >
(n)! Ta-Row & Review FoF W T b PP 2:;
o Learn with Real Loanwords: Practice writing words
you actually encounter: I —t —, 7 — %, /XX, /¢! Na-Row & Review I e . Pp. 2:;
. Special Katakana Rules Ha-Row & Review AN e Tk PP 3;1;
. Lopg Vowel Mark (— IChoon_py): Extends the Ma-Row & Review s pp. 40—
previous vowel (e.g. 7 — ¥ = kéki / cake). 45
» Small v (Sokuon): Creates a short pause or double 46—
. Ya-Row & Review Yoz -3 Pp-
consonant (e.g. X v F = beddo / bed). 49
« Combination Sounds (Yéon): Small ¥, =, = combine op. 50—
with i-row kana (¥ v, > =, etc.). Ra-Row & Review 2RI BNV VA VAR = ' ES
Wa-Row & Review 7T e PP 5;;
Dakuten & o pp. 60-
Handakuten Zia AR 63
Combinations & Rules = v « > 2 / — « v PP 6;;
Review Quizzes Decode, Match, Romaji Pp. 6;;
Answer Key & Award Key, Champion Award Pp- 73;
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22
STROKES
HOW TO PRONOUNCE z
e Thisis "a" in Katakana.

. . —— AT THE DOCTOR ——
® Pronounced like ‘ah'as in 'father'. Open wide and say

e Derived from the radical [ of the kanji f. //

- Stroke 1goes right, then turns sharply down-left. Stroke 2 drops from the middle and sweeps left
¢ with a gentle curve.

STROKE ORDER BREAKDOWN

Horizontal right, angle hook Left curved sweep

WRITING PRACTICE GRID — Trace fading guides, then practice freehand muscle memory
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| ot

STROKES
HOW TO PRONOUNCE

e Thisis "i" in Katakana.
——— PHOTO TIME ——

Smile and say cheese...

e Derived from the kanji {7 (left person radical 1 ). //

i Stroke 1is a diagonal downward slant. Stroke 2 drops straight down vertically.

® Pronounced like 'ee’as in 'see’or 'feet’.

STROKE ORDER BREAKDOWN

Diagonal left slant Vertical straight down

WRITING PRACTICE GRID — Trace fading guides, then practice freehand muscle memory
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v u
STROKES

HOW TO PRONOUNCE

e Thisis "u" in Katakana.

—— FIREWORKS NIGHT ——
Look up at the sky

’:

® Pronounced like ‘oo'as in 'flute’ with relaxed lips.

e Derived from the roof radical =~ of the kanji .

Short top dot first, then left dot, then roof stroke curving down.

STROKE ORDER BREAKDOWN

Top vertical dot Left short drop Horizontal & sweep

WRITING PRACTICE GRID — Trace fading guides, then practice freehand muscle memory

~
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T e 20

HOW TO PRONOUNCE

e Thisis "e" in Katakana.
— DIDN'T HEAR YOU ——

Sorry, what was that?

e Derived from the kanji )T (right component T). /,

i Top horizontal, central vertical down, bottom horizontal base slightly longer.

® Pronounced like ‘eh'as in '‘pet’or 'bed'.

STROKE ORDER BREAKDOWN

|
[ —1
Top horizontal Center vertical drop Bottom wide base
WRITING PRACTICE GRID — Trace fading guides, then practice freehand muscle memory
~ P\
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Ze
STROKES

HOW TO PRONOUNCE

e Thisis "0o" in Katakana.
— BIG SURPRISE ——

Now | see!

e Derived from the kaniji # (left part). /,

i Horizontal stroke first, vertical drop with hook, then diagonal slant.

® Pronounced like ‘oh'as in 'go’.

STROKE ORDER BREAKDOWN

/
Horizontal bar Vertical line with hook Left diagonal slant

WRITING PRACTICE GRID — Trace fading guides, then practice freehand muscle memory
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. N Trace the fading guides, then write the remaining boxes freehand from
@ A-Row Review: 7 ~ 7% Practice Sheet

memory!
e N N N aWa N N N N
(1)
= 77
- /o J o J \C J \C /o J o J/ U J
' e s s ' e s e
\ RN J \ J \ J \ RN J \ J \ J
e N\ N N\ [ \ [ N\ N N 3\
(1)
Ao
e \ RN N \ \ N VRN VRN J
e N N o N N N N N\
(. J J J \C J 0 J J J/ J
e N N N aWa N N N N
(1)
=) AR
- /o J o J \C J \C /o J o J/ U J
' N N\ N N\ N N\ N\ N\
\ RN J \ J \ J \ RN J \ J \ J
e N\ N N\ [ \ [ N\ N N 3\
Q, T I
(2)
\ RN N \ \ N VRN VRN J
e N N o N N N N N\
(3)
(. J J J \C J 0 J J J/ J
e N N N aWa N N N N
(2)
) x| A
9 - /o J o J \C J \C /o J o J/ U J
' e s s ' e s e
\ RN J \ J \ J \ RN J \ J \ J
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